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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 January 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) K Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-23 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the RCE, filed 1/14/2004; an amendment was not 
included with the RCE 

2. Claims 1-23 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 7, 1 1, 12, 19 and 23 are 
independent claims. This action is made Final. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. Claims 1-2, 5-8 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chisholm et al. ("Chisholm", US 5,883,817). 

As per claims 1 and 2, Chisholm teaches a navigational device comprising: 

a first input port for receiving a sensor signal from a sensor, the sensor signal being 
representative of a sensed condition (col. 4; lines 47-49; col. 6, lines 39-41); 

a second input port for receiving a location signal, the location signal being representative 
of a location of the navigational device (col. 4, lines 9-11; col. 5, lines 27-29); and 

a display screen including a first display area for displaying information corresponding to 
the sensed condition (fig. 6; col. 4, lines 47-50; col. 5, lines 54-61; col. 6, lines 30-43; col. 8, 
lines 41-46; col. 7, lines 25-31; information corresponding to a sensed condition, from sensors 
such as 110, is: a) recorded within the virtual model wherein the virtual model is updated to 
represent the orientation of a structure, and b) displayed in window 608) and a second display 
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area for displaying information corresponding to the location signal (602/604 of fig. 6; col. 6, 
lines 57-59). 

Although Chisholm teaches a computing device coupled with the display screen wherein 
the screen is divided into several windows, each of which has its own boundaries and areas (fig. 
6; comprising of such areas as displayed at the top right/left hand areas of each of the plurality 
of windows), Chisholm does not explicitly disclose the areas to be operable to permit a viewer to 
selectively adjust a size of the first and second display areas to change the relative portion of the 
display screen that is occupied by the first and second display areas to a number of different 
sizes. Official Notice is given that sizing/resizing windows are well known in the art. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include the sizing/resizing 
windows feature to Chisholm's teaching of windows and their boundaries and areas in order to 
allow users to customize an area of focus. 

As per claim 5, the modified Chisholm teaches a navigational device wherein the location 
signal includes a GPS signal (Chisholm: fig. 2; col. 5, lines 27-29). 

As per claim 6, the modified Chisholm teaches a navigational device wherein the 
information corresponding to the location signal including a GPS map (fig. 6; col. 7, lines 2-6; 
GPS map 604). 

Claim 7 is similar in scope to claim 1 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
Claims 8 and 12 are individually similar in scope to claim 2 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 1 1 is similar in scope to claim 1 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claim 13 is similar in scope to the combination of claims 2 and 8 and is therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

5. Claims 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chisholm 
et al. ("Chisholm", US 5,883,817) in view of Gudbjornsson (US 6,163,503). 

As per claim 3, the modified Chisholm teaches a navigational device with various sensors 
(col. 3, lines 40-50) the sensed condition including depth of a body of water (Chisholm: col. 4, 
lines 47-50; col. 5, lines 27-31; col. 6, lines 39-41). Chisholm does not explicitly teach the 
sensors to be of the form of sonic transducers. Gudbjornsson teaches a navigational device 
wherein the sensor includes a sonic transducer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to include Gudbjomsson's teaching of sonic transducers to 
Chisholm' s teaching of sensors in order to provide users with an implementation preference. 

Claim 9 is similar in scope to claim 3 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

6. Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chisholm et al. ("Chisholm", US 5,883,817) in view of Gudbjornsson (US 6,163,503) and 
further in view of in view of Robinson et al. ("Robinson", US 6,381,538). 

As per claim 4, the modified Chisholm teaches a device wherein a sensed condition 
includes depth of a body of water (Chisholm: col. 4, lines 47-50; col. 5, lines 27-31; col. 6, lines 
39-41). Chisholm does not explicitly disclose the depth to be displayed. Robinson teaches a 
device wherein the sensed condition includes displaying the depth of a body of water (col. 16, 
lines 21-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Robinson's method of displaying such information as depth of a body of 
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water to Chisholm's device comprising a sensed condition that includes depth of a body of water 
in order to provide users with additional visual information. 

Claim 10 is similar in scope to claim 4 and is rejected under similar rationale with the 
exception of the enlarged depth display feature, which Robinson teaches (figs. 6-8; col. 13, lines 
1-2). 

7. Claims 14-17 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chisholm et al. ("Chisholm", US 5,883,817) in view of Argiolas (US 5,956,032). 

As per claims 14-16, although the modified Chisholm teaches a computing device 
coupled with the display screen wherein the screen is divided into several windows, each of 
which has its own boundaries and areas (fig. 6), Chisholm does not explicitly disclose each 
display area is constrained as to the relative portion of the display screen that it may occupy 
according to a left adjustment limit and a right adjustment limit. Argiolas teaches a computing 
device coupled with the display screen wherein the screen is divided into several windows, each 
of which has its own boundaries and areas and wherein each display area is constrained as to the 
relative portion of the display screen that it may occupy according to a left adjustment limit and a 
right adjustment limit (col. 4, lines 1-6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at 
the time of the invention to include Argiolas' method of constraining the boundaries and areas of 
a window to include a left and right adjustment limit to the modified Chisholm's teaching of a 
display screen wherein the screen is divided into several windows, each of which has its own 
boundaries and areas in order to allow users greater control of the appearance of the window(s) 
and the area of focus on their screen. 
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Furthermore, the modified Chisholm teaches a computing device coupled with the 
display screen wherein the screen is divided into several windows, each of which has its own 
boundaries and areas wherein the first display area as well as the second display area may 
occupy between twenty- five and fifty percent of the display screen (Argiolas: col. 1, lines 47-53; 
col. 2, lines 25-54; there would be an instance where this limitation, producing a display of25%- 
50% is met). 

As per claim 17, the modified Chisholm teaches a navigational device wherein the 
computing device is further operable to check input received from the viewer against the 
adjustment limits and generates an error signal when one of the adjustment limits has been 
exceeded (Argiolas: col. 2, lines 55-58). 

Claim 19 is similar in scope to the combination of claims 3 and 15 and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale, except for the limitation that a second display area is operable to 
occupy that portion of the display area not occupied by the first display area and display a GPS 
map corresponding to the GPS signal, which the modified Chisholm also teaches (Argiolas: col. 
1, lines 47-53; col. 2, lines 25-54; Chisholm: fig. 2; col. 5, lines 27-29; fig. 6; col. 7, lines 2-6; 
GPS map 604). 

As per claim 20, the modified Chisholm teaches a navigational device wherein the 
computing device being operable to permit the viewer to smoothly adjust the size of the first and 
second display areas to a number of different sizes (Argiolas: col. 1, lines 47-53). 

Claim 21 is similar in scope to claim 17 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 22 is similar in scope to claim 18 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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8. Claims 18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chisholm et al. ("Chisholm", US 5,883,817) in view of Argiolas (US 5,956,032). 

As per claim 18, although the modified Chisholm teaches a computing device coupled 
with the display screen wherein the screen is divided into several windows, each of which has its 
own boundaries and areas, the navigational device being operable to permit the viewer to 
smoothly size/resize the display areas (Chisholm: fig. 6 wherein sizing/resizing windows are well 
known in the art areas in order to allow users to customize an area of focus), Chisholm does not 
explicitly disclose sizing/resizing each display area is only limited by the size and resolution of 
the display screen. Argiolas teaches a computing device coupled with the display screen wherein 
the screen is divided into several windows, each of which has its own boundaries and areas and 
areas, the computing device being operable to permit the viewer to smoothly size/resize the 
display areas wherein sizing and resizing each display area is only limited by the size and 
resolution of the display screen (col. 2, lines 29-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to include Argiolas' method wherein sizing and resizing each 
display area is only limited by the size and resolution of the display screen to the modified 
Chisholm' s teaching of a computing device being operable to permit the viewer to smoothly 
size/resize the display areas in order to allow users greater control of the appearance of the 
window(s) and the area of focus on their screen. 

Claim 23 is similar in scope to the combination of claims 17 and 18 and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 



# 
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Conclusion 

9. This is a continuation of applicant's earlier Application No. 09/587867. All claims are 
drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been finally 
rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first 
action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no, however, 
event will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of 
this final action. 



Inquires 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Le whose telephone number is (703) 305-7601. The examiner 

can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (703) 308-0640. 
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The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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